
Julius Angkawijoyo

Diane Riggenbach

English 10.3

May 24, 2012

Cruel Life


“Sixteen years on the streets and you can learn a lot. But all the wrong things, not the things you want to learn” (Hinton, 122). Those were the words that Ponyboy said in the book called The Outsiders. What he really meant by saying those words was that, “living on the street” was really hard. He lived on the street for a long time already and he learned so many things, the wrong things. What he meant by “living on the street” is like living in a cruel life. One of the examples of “living on the street” or cruel life is joining a street gang. When someone joins a street gang, people will look down on that person. What people usually see are only the bad things that they do, like fighting, smoking, drugs, and robbing. Those are the things that they do because they were taught by the gang to fight and smoke. They were taught to fight so they can protect themselves when they clashes with other gang members. They will always think about fighting because joining the street gang means having an eternal enemy. One gang will never ever understand their enemy. They can’t solve the problem if they can’t understand each other, so they will fight each other until forever. Cruel lives cause people to fight, feel unloved and be traumatized.


When people look at a street gang, the first thing that comes to their minds about the gang members is their hobby to fight. That will be the first thought because that is the thing that most of the gang members are good at and also the thing that they frequently do. This fighting is because of a conflict between one gang with another gang. In The Outsiders there are two specific gangs, one is the greasers where every gang member is not rich. The other one is the Socs where every gang member is kind of rich. The conflict is between the rich and the poor, where the rich can bully the poor because they had the money. Money is power in this society. When the rich beat the poor they can just easily pay the police so the police will not catch them, but when the poor do the same thing, they will go to jail immediately. So, from the injustice the Greasers come to hate the Socs even more. Then that makes the conflict even bigger which makes them fight each other. Actually, not all of the greasers like fighting, but they are fighting for justice. One of the examples is Ponyboy who said, “I’ll fight anyone anytime, but I don’t like to” (Hinton, 133).


Joining a gang also made a really big problem with their own family. Some had problems with their parents first then join the gang. They need someone to replace the presence of their parents, so by joining the gang, they might have some feeling of being someone who is loved and protected by somebody. One of the examples is Johnny. “His father was always beating him up, and his mother ignored him, except when she was hacked off at something” (Hinton, 12). Johnny never received his parent’s love. His parents treat him really badly so he tries to forget about them by joining the gang. But, he just can’t forget them, he still wants his parent’s love so much. He wants his parents to be beside him and protect him but he just never gets it even until he died.


Everybody has experienced many things when they are in a gang. They learn how to fight and they can be traumatized. Those experiences are the things that they don’t want to experience but those are just the thing that they can’t avoid. People are traumatized because of many reasons. This can happen because of an accident, beaten up, or even seeing someone kill somebody. There are some examples of trauma in The Outsiders. One of the examples is when Johnny got jumped for the first time. “I remember that it was a blue Mustang that had pulled up beside the vacant lot and that Johnny’s face had been cut up by someone wearing rings...” (Hinton, 44). At the first time Johnny was jumped, he was all alone and he was beaten up by the Socs. After that time he remembered about that blue Mustang. At that time he didn’t bring his knife with him so he can’t scare the Socs. Since then, he got traumatized and never went anywhere alone and he always brought his pocket knife for self protection.


Cruel lives cause people to fight, feel unloved and be traumatized. Inside the gang, they can experience many different things, but the main thing that they usually face is fighting. They  fight because one gang can’t understand what the other gang wants, so at the end they hate each other even more. They usually think that they need their parent’s love more because some had terrible parents and they never got their parent’s love, although it is the most important thing in their lives. This is why joining the gang will lead to experiencing cruel life.

